
About BCSO 

 

The Bradley County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) is a law enforcement agency serving all residents of Bradley County, Tennessee. The 

elected sheriff is Steve Lawson, who has held the post since September 2018. John Stone is the current chief deputy.  BCSO is located 

at 2290 Blythe Avenue SE, Cleveland, TN 37311 and can be reached at 423-728-7300 for non-emergency calls. 

  

 
 

                                                                                                                                                             
                                    

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

 

THREAT TO OCOEE MIDDLE SCHOOL DETERMINED TO BE FALSE 

 

CLEVELAND, TN. (January 11, 2022) — On January 10, 2023, Ocoee Middle School administrators and the 

Bradley County Sheriff’s Office received a report concerning a potential threat of violence toward the school.  It 

was reported a student was previously on campus in possession of a firearm days prior.  It was also reported that 

the same student was alleged to have a “hit list” naming other students.   

 

Through an extensive investigation and numerous interviews, these allegations were determined to be false and 

unfounded.  There was no evidence suggesting the student in question possessed any weapon on campus nor 

that a hit list existed, as had been reported.  No students or faculty of Ocoee Middle School were ever in danger 

and school remained in operation as normal.  The findings were discussed with the District Attorney’s Office 

and no criminal charges are being filed at this time.   

 

As with every potential threat of school safety, the Bradley County Sheriff’s Office acted swiftly in ensuring the 

safety of every student and faculty member and conducting a thorough investigation that involved members of 

the Bradley County Threat Assessment Team. 

 

The Bradley County School Threat Assessment Team consists of representatives from the school system, 

mental health professionals, school resource officers, other law enforcement investigative personnel, District 

Attorney General’s Office, juvenile court officials, and members of the community trained in threat assessment 

to ensure varying points of view are represented to fully assess every threat or potential threat to our schools, 

students, and faculty members.  The Bradley County Threat Assessment Team has established protocols and 

procedures that are followed for every report of a school threat.     
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